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WHAT ARE THE
OLDEST CORPORATIONS IN CALIFORNIA

THAT ARE STILL OPERATING?

No. Date
Incorp-
orated 

Present Name                  Present Location Filing Number;
Type of Corporation

1. April 30,
1855

PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF SANTA CLARA COLLEGE

SANTA CLARA, CA C0008812 
PUBLIC BENEFIT [“NON PROFIT”]

2. June 15,
1859

THE JESUIT COMMUNITY AT
UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO

SAN FRANCISCO,
CA

C0008401
RELIGIOUS

3. May 21,
1861

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA

STOCKTON, CA C0392870
RELIGIOUS

4. June 15,
1861

SOUTHPORT LAND AND COMMERCIAL
COMPANY

MARTINEZ, CA C0000917
STOCK

5. February
3, 1863

THE SOCIETY OF CALIFORNIA
PIONEERS

SAN FRANCISCO,
CA

C0009341
PUBLIC BENEFIT [“NON PROFIT”]

6. September
23, 1864

FIREMAN'S FUND INSURANCE COMPANY NOVATO, CA C0011265
STOCK

7. March 27,
1867

TRINITY CHURCH, SANTA BARBARA SANTA BARBARA,
CA 

C0999939
RELIGIOUS

8. December
10, 1867

FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF SAN FRANCISCO

SAN FRANCISCO,
CA

C0999965 
RELIGIOUS

9. April 2,
1868

SOCIETA ITALIANA DI MUTUA
BENEFICENZA

COLMA, CA C0009452
MUTUAL BENEFIT [“NON-PROFIT”]

10. April 23,
1868

THE SAN FRANCISCO SOCIETY FOR
THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO
ANIMALS

SAN FRANCISCO,
CA

C0008881 
PUBLIC BENEFIT [“NON PROFIT”]

11. June 18,
1868

THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA

OAKLAND, CA C0008116
UNCLASSIFIED NON-PROFIT

12. August
21, 1868

NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR UNIVERSITY BELMONT, CA C0002090
PUBLIC BENEFIT [“NON PROFIT”]

13. June 21,
1869

THE LOS ANGELES ORPHAN ASYLUM ROSEMEAD, CA C0999986
PUBLIC BENEFIT [“NON PROFIT”]

14. February
17, 1870

CONGREGATION SHERITH ISRAEL SAN FRANCISCO,
CA

C0999996
RELIGIOUS

15. February
23, 1871

CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF MEDICINE SAN FRANCISCO,
CA

C0999943
UNCLASSIFIED NON-PROFIT

16. April 13,
1871

CONGREGATION SOCIETY BNAI ISRAEL PETALUMA, CA C0002355
RELIGIOUS

17. February
3, 1872

PACIFIC SCHOOL OF RELIGION BERKELEY, CA C0007401
RELIGIOUS

18. October
24, 1872

CHRISTIAN UNION OF SAN LORENZO SAN LORENZO, CA C0001879
RELIGIOUS

19. December
4, 1872

WUTCHUMNA WATER COMPANY WOODLAKE, CA C0010901
STOCK

20. February
23, 1873

THE PEOPLES DITCH COMPANY HANFORD, CA C0007526
STOCK

21. April 8,
1873

BETTS SPRING COMPANY FRESNO, CA C0000828
STOCK

22. June 16,
1873

THE SAN FRANCISCO YACHT CLUB BELVEDERE, CA C0008879
MUTUAL BENEFIT [“NON-PROFIT”]

23. October
23, 1873

THE LAST CHANCE WATER DITCH
COMPANY

HANFORD, CA C0005471
STOCK

NOTES: (A) The above table covers filing years 1850 through 1873 only.  

(B) All information is per the California Secretary of State Website (http://kepler.sos.ca.gov/). 

(C) There are eight corporations from the period 1850-1873 which, according to the Secretary of
State's website, are technically “active” but which the Secretary of State has no address for,
which have not designated an Agent for Service of Process, which do not appear to have filed any
papers with the Secretary of State's office in the last 50 years, and which do not appear to be
actively operated as corporations.  These corporations appear to be dormant.  They are: (1) THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE YOUNG MENS UNION BENEFICIAL SOCIETY, No. C0010956, incorporated August
19, 1863; (2) ASSOCIATION OF DAUGHTERS OF ISRAEL, No. C0002831, incorporated June 27, 1865; (3)
ST. VINCENT'S COLLEGE, No. C0009640, incorporated November 27, 1868; (4) THE ANCIENT ORDER OF
HIBERNIANS GENERAL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY OF CALIFORNIA, No. C0000375, incorporated July 17, 1869;
(5) ASSOCIATED VETERENS OF THE MEXICAN WAR, No. C0011010, incorporated March 3, 1870; (6) ST.
MARY'S COLLEGE, No. C0009540, incorporated November 16, 1871; (7) GERMANIA CONCLAVE NUMBER 83, OF
THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF THE SEVEN WISE MEN (I. O. S. W. M.), No. C0003659, incorporated March
21, 1872; and (8) BENEVOLENT PROTECTIVE ORDER OF SEALS, No. C0000831, incorporated August 9,
1873.  These have been omitted from the above table.
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